
Lesson 5: Planning the Portrait 
STUDENT WORKSHEET

COMPOSITION AND DESIGN 

SKETCHING THE COMPOSITION
Draw a simple thumbnail sketch of your portrait, showing the general layout (head placement,
background, etc.).

CHOOSING A BACKGROUND
 What kind of background will you use for your portrait? Will it be simple or detailed? Why?

COLOR SCHEME
 What color scheme will you use for your portrait, and why did you choose those colors?
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Lesson 5: Planning the Portrait 
STUDENT WORKSHEET

REFERENCE PHOTOS AND PRELIMINARY SKETCHES 

CLIENT’S REFERENCE PHOTOS
Describe the reference photos you’ve gathered (if applicable). What elements from the photos
will you incorporate into your portrait?

PRELIMINARY SKETCH FEEDBACK
After showing your preliminary sketch to a peer or instructor, what feedback did you receive?
How will you use this feedback to refine your design?

MATERIAL LIST
List all materials you need to complete the portrait. Make sure to include the size of the canvas,
type of paint/pencil, and any additional tools.
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Lesson 5: Planning the Portrait 
STUDENT WORKSHEET

FINALIZING YOUR PLAN 

FINAL SKETCH
Create a refined version of your portrait’s design (if not already done). Focus on placement and
proportions.

MEETING CLIENT EXPECTATIONS 
Do you think your planned portrait meets the client’s vision? Why or why not?

REFLECTION 
What is the most challenging part of planning a portrait? How can you overcome those
challenges?
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